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know me" It is true that the context refers not to the nations
but rather to a regenerated Israel; but the quotation itself
might very well mean that all mankind would one day be
brought into the fold of the true God. Isaiah iL 2-4 describes
this universal reconciliation, which would lead to the conversion
of all weapons of war into agricultural instruments : " And
theij shall not learn war any more" * The Book of Psalms, that
great monument which enshrines so much of the impassioned
piety of Israel, contains many echoes of what might be called
the "spirit of universalism, representing Jahweh again and again
as ruler of the whole earth, a God within all men's reach. Thus
we find in Psalm xxiL 27 ff. the statement: " Then " (that is to
say, when Jahweh has delivered Israel and so convinced all men
of his sovereign power) " all the ends of the earth shall remember
and turn to Jahweh; and all the kindreds of the nations shall
bow down before him. For the kingdom is Jahweh's; and he
is the governor among the nations'' Other psalms express the
universality, not only of God's reign but also of his benevolence.
41 0 Jahweh^ thou preservest man and beast. How excellent is
thy lovingkindness, 0 God ! The children of men take refuge under
the shadow of thy wings" (Ps. xxxvi. 7ff.). " Jahweh is good
to all and his tender mercies are over all his works " (Ps. cxlv. 9).
The Book of Jonah is particularly striking from this point of
view.2 It describes how a crew of heathen sailors call upon
Jahweh for help (i. 14) and how a heathen population (the
Ninevites) believed in him and entreated his mercy (iii. 5) until
" God repented him of the evil that he had said that he would do
unto them, and did it not5' (iii. 10). He reflected that the
proportion of those who were not responsible for their actions
was too great, for the city contained " more than twenty thousand
persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their left
hand, and also much cattle " (iv. 11).

In the second place, Rabbinical literature abounds in exhort-
ations to love at the same time, both God, and all mankind
considered as God's creatures,3 an idea w^hich occurs at least
three times in. the Testament of the Twelve Patriarchs, more or
less clearly expressed.4 What more convincing proof of love
to mankind can be given than the attempt to open their eyes
to the truth by which they may be saved ? If Matthew xxiii. 15
is to be believed, the Pharisees were at great pains to secure

1 Ttie same picture occurs in Mie. iv. 1-5.

2 can, 149 jr.

3 CCLXV, 57-8 and n. 1 ; CCL, i, 18 ff., on the Great Commandment.

4 Issachar v. and vii.; Dan. v.    Cf. also Levi xiv. 4 : " The Light of
the Torah was given to enlighten all mankind"